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How the World Has Changed

This story takes place in early 2001, beginning January 26 and ending on the first day of Passover, which was April 8.  I don’t have to remind you that history took an abrupt downward turn on September 11, 2001.  In the book I make reference to the religious paranoia surrounding the turn of the millennium, which occurred on January 1, 2001.  You will recall the world held its breath on January 1, 2000 to see if all the clocks in all the computers would crash.  The magnitude of this potential disaster eclipsed the actual millennium turn a year later.  I was writing this book all through the 1990’s, and I had picked these dates for my brush with apocalypse some time before the date arrived.  After 9/11, I was really glad I had picked Spring 2001, since there are so many things in the book that could not happen as I described them since the world’s War on Terror began.
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  Twin Towers Being Destroyed (attribution)

The heightened security in places like airports and museums is the principal difference.  As clever as Silas and Joseph are in the book, I would have had a lot more work on my hands making it believable to break into the British Museum or to plant bombs on an airplane at Miami International Airport.  

The book also takes place in areas of rapid change.  Egypt, Palestine, the Sudan and Haiti have all undergone many changes in the last decade.  Having picked a specific time frame, I could research and get the details right about what was going on in these places at that time.  A few months earlier or later, and these places would look different.  Such are the travails of placing a story in the real world.

Another big change right around this period was the world’s embrace of cell phone technology.  Silas avoids using cell phones because he says his unnamed enemy might be able to intercept such messages.  When Joseph summons him in Egypt, Silas steps to a pay phone, but in fact “calls” Joseph using a magic mirror.  Charles uses his cell phone in Washington, but it is then disabled in the sea off Haiti.  I am always aware of how authors use the technology of their period of their stories.  Cell technology can greatly speed up the information flow between characters, and therefore move the story along quicker.  I think I struck the right balance in telling this tale. 
Could This Story Have Happened?

One of the things I like most about well told thrillers is the possibility that the story actually happened while no one was watching.  “The Andromeda Strain,” “The Bourne Identity,” and “The DaVinci Code” (to cite three different genres of thriller) could all have happened, because by the end of the story, the heroes have mitigated any disaster that would have changed the world and been noticed by the rest of us.  Any newsworthy events during the stories are plausibly absorbed by the normal flow of news.  I think I have done that here as well.  The nuclear attack off the coast of Georgia is averted.  The British Navy would have retrieved their deactivated missile later without anyone ever knowing.  The break in at the British Museum, blast on the Khartoum train, the fire in the Cairo office building, the bomb on the plane to Haiti, are all mundane daily violence in a violent, complacent world.  Who can say these things didn’t really happen in early 2001?
Another possibility that keeps coming back to me is what role Sammael, the Hebrew Demon Prince of Liars, played in the events of 9/11.  Maybe Silas imprisoning him in April prevented him from taking action to prevent the Muslim attackers from destabilizing the pro-Jewish Western world.  I’m sure I’m not the first occult writer to wonder about the involvement of mythological trouble makers like Sammael, or Ahriman, or the Coyote have played in our history of cruelty against one another.
